The Commandment to Build the House of the Laver
As with the other structures mentioned in the Temple Scroll, our text begins with an explicit commandment to build the House of the Laver and a specification of its dimensions (11QT 31:10-12): (10) And you shall construct a building for the laver in the southeast, 2 on all its sides, twenty-one square cubits, (11) at a distance from the altar of fifty cubits. And the width of the [w]all (shall be) three cubits, and its 4 height, (12) [t]wenty <cu>bits. 5 And make [thre]e 6 gates for it 7 on the east, on the north, (13) and on the west. And 8 the w<i>dth of the gates (shall be) four cubits, and their height seven.
This passage specifies the construction of a special building to house the laver. 9 The laver was a large bronze wash basin used by the priests for washing their hands and feet. The structure, termed ‫הכיור‬ ‫,בית‬ 'House of the Laver', further on in the Temple Scroll (33:5, 8-11), 10 is to be located in the inner courtyard of the Temple, in the southeast, that is, opposite the southern wall of the Temple at its eastern end, fifty cubits west of the altar. The thickness of the walls of the House of the Laver was to be three cubits; its overall height was to be twenty cubits.
Before discussing any of the detailed aspects of its location and construction, we note that the commandment to build a laver (not a building but the actual basin) as well as its base ‫)כן(‬ 11 is found in Exod 30:17-21, regarding the Tabernacle of the desert period. Exod 38:8 records that the laver and its base were indeed constructed. The preserved text from the Temple Scroll discusses only the building that was to house the laver; nowhere in the text do we find the mention of the laver itself. It is most probable that the laver itself is discussed in the lost top of column 32. 12 It is also remotely possible that the laver is discussed in
